
“THE INITIATIVE INITIATIVE”

ISSUES SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS

DECLARATION

Whereas: “The government of the State of Utah was founded pursuant to the
people's organic authority to govern themselves.”1

Whereas: “In conformity with this principle, the Utah Constitution vests the
people's sovereign legislative power in both (1) a representative legislature, and
(2) the people of the State, in whom all political power is inherent.2

Whereas: “Article VI, Section 1 of the Utah Constitution, the people exercise their
direct legislative power through initiatives and referenda… Article VI, Section 1 is
not merely a grant of the right to directly legislate, but reserves and guarantees the
initiative power to the people….”3

Whereas: This public power of initiative “is a constitutionally guaranteed right
that ‘form[s] an implicit part of the life of a free citizen in a free society.’"4

Whereas: “The people [are] a legislative body coequal in power and with superior
advantages to the Legislature….”5

Whereas: The Utah Supreme Court has held, “[W]e express no opinion on the
wisdom, worthiness, or wording of the initiative at issue. It is for the voters… to
determine if and how the measure is to be regarded. Imposing additional steps…
has both costs and benefits, the value of which, and nature of which, are left to the
consideration of the voters, as with all initiatives proposed as direct legislation by
the people. Highly participatory democracy is at times inefficient, expensive, and
time consuming. However, the initiative power, as with all other powers identified
in our constitution, is a creature of the people. It is for the people to determine
when, if, and how it is to be modified. That much is clear.”6

6 Sevier Power v. Hansen, SC 2008
5 Gallivan v Walker, SC 2002
4 Public Employees' Association, 610 P.2d at 1273
3 Gallivan v Walker, SC 2002
2 Utah Const. Art. I, § 2, Art. VI, § 1(1), and Gallivan v Walker, SC 2002
1Gallivan v Walker, SC 2002
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Whereas: The Utah Supreme Court has held, “The people’s constitutional right to
alter or reform their government is protected from government infringement. We
could not hold otherwise, as the Declaration of Rights of the Utah Constitution
states explicitly that:

All political power is inherent in the people; and all free governments are founded
on their authority for their equal protection and benefit, and they have the right to
alter or reform their government as the public welfare may require....” 7

Whereas: The Utah State Legislature is about to call a special session to once
again severely mutilate, alter, and increase the burdens placed upon the citizens,
making the initiative and referendum process purely illusionary, and stripping the
citizens of their right to alter and reform their government.

Therefore: The citizens of the State of Utah under Utah Constitution Article I Sec
2 & Article VI Sec 1(2), hereby move to repeal and replace UCA 20A Chapter 7
Issues Submitted to the Voters.

7 Utah League of Women Voters v Utah State Legislature SC 2024
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“THE INITIATIVE INITIATIVE”

ISSUES SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS

The Utah State Code shall be amended as follows:

1. UCA 20A Chapter 7 Issues submitted to the voters are repealed in its
entirety including all subparts and replaced with, UCA 20A Chapter 7 Citizens’
Absolute Right to Alter and Reform Their Government.

2. Under this new chapter the Lieutenant Governor of the State of Utah shall be
required to create and maintain a secure website for voters to view and sign
initiatives or referendums qualified for a statewide ballot.

4. Under this chapter each county clerk shall be required to create and maintain a
secure website for voters to view and sign initiatives or referendums qualified for
county or municipal ballots. (This requirement may be fulfilled by using the
website maintained by the Lt Governor for local issues submitted to the voter)

5. Under this chapter, five (5) Adult Utah Citizens may file for a statewide
referendum on a law passed by the legislature (except those passed with a 2/3
majority) within 30 calendar days by submitting an application to the Lt
Governor's office. The Lt Governor’s office within 30 days shall place the
referendum on the secure website and allow 120 days for signatures to be collected
totaling 1% of the active voters state wide and 1% from at least 26 of the Utah
State Senate Districts. If these requirements are met the Lt Governor shall place
the measure on the ballot for a vote of the people.

6. Under this chapter, five (5) Adult Utah Citizens may file for a statewide initiative
by submitting an application to the Lt Governor’s office. The Lt Governor’s office
within 30 days shall place the initiative on the secure website and allow 180 days
for signatures to be collected totaling 1% of the active voters statewide and 1%
from at least 26 of the Utah State Senate Districts. If these requirements are met
the Lt Governor shall place the measure on the ballot for a vote of the people.

7. Under this chapter, three (3) Adult County or Municipal Citizen Residents may
file for a County or municipal referendum on a law passed by the local legislative
body within 30 calendar days by submitting an application to the municipal or
county clerk. The county or municipal clerk shall within 30 days place the
referendum on the secure website and allow 120 days for signatures to be collected
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totaling 1% of the active voters in the county or municipality. If these requirements
are met the clerk shall place the measure on the ballot for a vote of the people.

8. Under this chapter, three (3) Adult County or Municipal Citizen Residents may
file for a County or municipal initiative by submitting an application to the
municipal or county clerk. The county or municipal clerk shall within 30 days
place the initiative on the secure website and allow 180 days for signatures to be
collected totaling 1% of the active voters in the county or municipality. If these
requirements are met the clerk shall place the measure on the ballot for a vote of
the people.
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Application for an Initiative or Referendum
Utah Code §20A-7-202

PLEASE NOTE: A copy of the law must be attached to this application along with a statement indicating
whether or not signature gatherers will be paid for their services.

Please type or print Application must be completed by five sponsors

Sponsor Statement

8D- \ I G r-a..Yl.----t'I,_-=- --=-_:::.....- _
Name of Sponsor (please type or print)

I b5 So r-cmib,' I j TJ /,
Residence Address

rf\ 0 n t=oe I U-r" ff47S1 {JO/4/3" ,30/7
City, State, Zip . Phone Number

bfJ La 0-+ II @g fY'rq,d c Co m
Notary Seal

MA~ PETERSON
Notary Public - State of Utah

Comm. No. 736724
My Commission Expires on

Apr 18, 2028

Sponsor Statement

I, affirm that 1am registered to vote in Utah
Name of Sponsor (please type or print)

Sponsor's SignatureResidence Address

Notary Seal
City, State, Zip Phone Number

Email

Subscribed and affirmed before me this day of _ 20__ ,

by

Notary Public

To File This Form
Mail or deliver to:
Lieutenant Governor's Office
Utah State Capitol
Suite 220
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-2325
Fax (801) 538-1133

For More Information Call or Visit:
(801) 538-1041
1-800-995-VOTE (8683)
elections.utah.gov




















